@' Caring, Curious, Confident

Weekly Update: 29th January 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,

What a week! Just as we settle into a new routine, we are also trying to process how the possible re-
opening of schools may look, and indeed we are wondering when this will actually happen. Trying to keep
up with announcements and work out the implications of the next change is exhausting for us all. T can
confirm that schools are not open over the half-term break, and that we await to hear whether we will
be opening from the 8™ March.

But not all change is bad. One recent great change was secured through Kamala Harris. Kamala Harris
is 'The first female, the first black, the first south Asian American vice president. (BBC News,
20/1/21.) Speaking in the context of the pandemic, just before her inauguration last week, Harris said
that her 'Abiding hope, abiding prayer, is that we emerge from this ordeal with a new wisdom, to cherish
simple moments, to imagine new possibilities and to open our hearts just a little bit more to one another.’
This gives us real hope.

There is no doubt these have been difficult weeks. If you are struggling with your own mental health
at this time, you can contact the school and we can help signpost you to support. Don't forget the work
of 'MIND': https://www.mind.org.uk/

Links
The links didn't work in the letter sent to you yesterday from Julian Wooster, Director of Children's
Services. They should work here:

The eLIM Team have a frequently updated Learning resources website for

schools, www.somerset.org.uk/sites/edtech/SitePages/Home%20Learning.aspx which includes all
the latest DfE remote education guidance and expectations and online safety home learning
activities and advice. In addition, we are supporting school leaders to access and provide sufficient
laptops, devices and connectivity to enable all pupils to access remote learning.

Local and national support for emotional health and wellbeing which gives details of support
avenues for you, your child and for schools during this time is available. The directory of mental
health and emotional wellbeing services and resources can be found here.

Thank you

Thank for the support and feedback you have given us; it is great to have had so much positive feedback
when we have phoned you. Please be reassured that we know that you are all managing remote learning
and lockdown pressures in different ways- we are here to support, not judge and we know you will be
trying your best to support your child's well-being and their learning. Please contact us directly if you
have concerns or queries.
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Handwriting
In September, we infroduced 'Handwriting Ninjas’ to help celebrate the progress the children make

with their letter formation and handwriting. We want to continue to be able to do this, whilst they are
working at home, so we are on the lookout for pieces of work that will help the children progress on to
your next 'Ninja'. Remember, we aren't just looking for the children to demonstrate these skills in
their English work, we want to see it in all of their pieces of work. When children have met the success
criteria of a new Ninja and demonstrated it consistently, teachers will let them know. The Ninjas will
be re-launched on the Google Classroom and are being used in Years 2-6.

Planning Time

As you may know, in ‘normal’ times, teachers have an afternoon a week for preparation, planning and
assessment. From next week you will notice that teachers will have designated time on Thursday or
Friday afternoons (Mondays for Discovery class)- teachers will let you know via the Google Classroom
as it will vary week to week. Lessons will be set for the afternoon, but teachers will not be able to
offer feedback or respond to emails during this time. If there is an urgent matter, please do not
hesitate to contact the school office. For Reception and Key Stage One, you will notice these sessions
are music, and in Key Stage 2, the children will have the opportunity to start learning some French. All
our teachers lead subject development within the school; in order to make plans for their subjects
they require subject leadership time, so you may notice that Mrs Slade sets computing/on-line safety
assignments for these sessions.

Top Tips for Keeping Children Safe During Lockdown
Many children will be spending more time with technology during lockdown, and that can be a source of

worry for parents. London Grid for Learning (LGfL) suggest these six top tips for keeping children safe
in these circumstances:

o Don't worry about screen time; aim for screen quality
o Check the safety settings are turned on

e Get your children to show you their apps and games

e Don't try to hide the news about coronavirus

e Remind them of key online safety principles

o Ifyouaren'tsure, ASK!

For more details about each of these tips, download the full size version of the LGfL poster at:
https://static.lgfl.net/LgfINet/downloads/digisafe/Parent-Top- Tips- Safe Online-Corona.pdf
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Somerset Libraries ebook service

https://www.librarieswest.org.uk/client/en_GB/default/?rm=FIVESITE+E+BOOQ%7C%7C%7C1%7C%
7C%7C2%7C%7C%7C Ctrue

There are ebooks available for children and parents just need to sign up to join the library. - which is
quick and instant.

The books could then be checked to see if on AR using bookfind https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/

LibrariesWest €/B00KS

LibrariesWest provides a single shared e-book service, provided by cloudLibrary. It's free to use
with a membership card from any LibrariesWest authority.

Join our library online
If you live, work or study in Bath & North East Somerset, BCP (Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole),
Bristol, Dorset, North Somerset, Somerset or South Gloucestershire you can join the library service
online.
Once you have completed the simple online form we will provide you with an online membership
number and PIN (any 4 - 10 digit number of your choice) which you can use to access our full range
of online resources including e books, e audio, e magazines and e comics.
Click Here 1o join our library online

e Free to use. Check out up to 10 e-books at a time

o Borrow e-books for up to 21 days - and return them early or renew (as long as there isn't a
waiting list for the title). The option to renew won't appear until 3 days before the return date

e Reserve up to 5 e-books at a time in addition to your loans

e Choose from around 9,000 titles - including fiction (for adults & children), biographies, history,
cookery, travel etc

o Download via the free cloudLibrary app to your tablet or smartphone - compatible with android
and iOS devices, or use the cloudLibrary website if you are using a PC or laptop

e No late fees - e-books expire automatically at the end of the loan period unless you have
returned them early
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Live sessions consent

Please give consent for recording of live learning as this will help us prepare for launching live sessions
as soon as possible.

SEND
Find out about the latest news in regard to SEND:

https://choices.somerset.qgov.uk/025/send -news/

Award winners for this week

Class cup:

Pippin: Jason
Maigold: George
Gala: Brooke
Discovery: Casper
Camelot: Katie
Blenheim: Sophie

Lunchtime awards:
Pippin/Maigold: Jason

Headteacher awards:
Oscar (Pippin), Oliver (Camelot), Andreea (Blenheim)

50 Merit Certificates:

Pippin: Azalea

Maigold: Henry, Millie, Darcey, Lillyann-Mai, Anna, Ruth, Lilly H, Darcy, Evie, Arya, David
Gala: Noah

Blenheim: Dylan, Karl

Other achievements:
Mia, Daisy and Evie Geary: Volunteering for the foodbank

January Merit Cup
Mendip: 267; Blenheim: 263; Polden: 254; Quantock 270. Well done Quantock
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Well being tip for the week

Make time during every day this week to consciously stop, in order to cherish simple moments, notice
how you feel and capture that feeling as a positive memory. Use that positivity, share that moment or
that memory if you can, and in doing so open your heart just a little bit more to others.
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Have a restful weekend.

Mrs Ali Pook
Head Teacher

Headteacher:
Mrs Ali Pook
Curry Rivel C of E VC Primary School, Church Street, Curry Rivel, Langport, Somerset TA10 OHD
Telephone: 01458 251404
e-mail: curryrivelprimary@educ.somerset.gov.uk website: www.curryrivelprimary.co.uk



mailto:curryrivelprimary@educ.somerset.gov.uk
http://www.curryrivelprimary.co.uk/

